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TABLE 1.2      InTASC Core Teaching Standards 2011

The standards have been grouped into four general categories to help users organize their thinking about them:

THE LEARNER AND LEARNING

Standard #1: Learner Development. The teacher understands how learners grow and develop, recognizing that patterns 
of learning and development vary individually within and across the cognitive, linguistic, social, emotional, and physical 
areas, and designs and implements developmentally appropriate and challenging learning experiences.

Standard #2: Learning Differences. The teacher uses understanding of individual differences and diverse cultures and 
communities to ensure inclusive learning environments that enable each learner to meet high standards.

Standard #3: Learning Environments. The teacher works with others to create environments that support individual and 
collaborative learning, and that encourage positive social interaction, active engagement in learning, and self-motivation.

CONTENT

Standard #4: Content Knowledge. The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the 
discipline(s) he or she teaches and creates learning experiences that make the discipline accessible and meaningful for 
learners to assure mastery of the content.

Standard #5: Application of Content. The teacher understands how to connect concepts and use differing perspectives to 
engage learners in critical thinking, creativity, and collaborative problem solving related to authentic local and global issues.

INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICE

Standard #6: Assessment. The teacher understands and uses multiple methods of assessment to engage learners in their 
own growth, to monitor learner progress, and to guide the teacher’s and learner’s decision making.

Standard #7: Planning for Instruction. The teacher plans instruction that supports every student in meeting rigorous learning 
goals by drawing upon knowledge of content areas, curriculum, cross-disciplinary skills, and pedagogy, as well as knowledge 
of learners and the community context.

Standard #8: Instructional Strategies. The teacher understands and uses a variety of instructional strategies to encourage 
learners to develop deep understanding of content areas and their connections, and to build skills to apply knowledge in 
meaningful ways.

PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

Standard #9: Professional Learning and Ethical Practice. The teacher engages in ongoing professional learning and uses 
evidence to continually evaluate his/her practice, particularly the effects of his/her choices and actions on others (learners, 
families, other professionals, and the community), and adapts practice to meet the needs of each learner.

Standard #10: Leadership and Collaboration. The teacher seeks appropriate leadership roles and opportunities to take 
responsibility for student learning, to collaborate with learners, families, colleagues, other school professionals, and 
community members to ensure learner growth, and to advance the profession.

SOURCE: Council of Chief State School Officers. (2011, April). Interstate Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (InTASC) Model Core 
Teaching Standards: A Resource for State Dialogue. Washington, DC: Author. Retrieved from http://www.ccsso.org/Documents/2011/InTASC_
Model_Core_Teaching_Standards_2011.pdf

A group may be considered a minority group if it has less power than the majority group, even 
if the group is not smaller in number. For example, more women than men live in the United States, 
but women are considered a minority group due to their relative lack of power in business (lower 
paying jobs), politics (fewer political positions), and religion (in some religions, women still are not 
allowed to hold leadership positions). Let’s examine group membership further:

•• The terms ethnicity and race are often used interchangeably to express cultural differ-
ences, but they actually have different meanings (Spencer, 2014). Although each term 
has a definition that is so complex entire courses are taught to differentiate the two, our 
purpose here is to provide a basic distinction. Ethnic group includes people who share 
a similar culture—an environment with a unique history, traditions, rules, attitudes, 
and perhaps a specific language. In contrast, racial group categorizes people who share 
common biological traits (such as hair texture and skin color). The biological traits 
that distinguish races are socially defined. In other words, there is nothing particularly 


